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Abstract 
Handicrafts, essentially, are activities resulting from the wish to satisfy the basic needs of humans, which can be built by very 
simple tools and appliances, uses easily obtainable materials or leftovers as raw materials, demands intense effort and creation 
power. Moreover, handicrafts are work fields, which merge features of being functional, aesthetical, and economical, and mostly 
are free time activities that can also be main activities. Handicrafts matter in country development and promotion. Therefore the 
education given about handicrafts becomes prominent. Private and public institutions conduct handicrafts educations. In this 
research, the education given by profession acquirement courses organized by Ankara Keçiören Municipality branch’s of his 
action (wire breaking, five needles lace knitting, decorative wood adornments, needle lace, stone dolls and tragacanth dolls, 
jeweler design, felt making, leather processing, paper marbling (ebru in Turkish), ornamentation, calligraphy, ceramic glaze, 
patchwork etc.), the produces obtained from courses will be categorized and presented with photographs. 
© 2013 The Authors. Published by Elsevier Ltd.  
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1. Introduction 
Handicrafts is a working area originating from humans desire to meet their fundamental needs. It can be done with 
the use of simple tools. Easily found materials in the nature or waste materials are used as raw materials in 
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handicrafts. It is a working area, which requires intense effort and creativity. It combines aesthetic functionality and 
economic features in the product. It is a working area that is generally a spare-time activity while it can also be done 
as a main occupation (Kayabaşı and Erdoğan 2002). Handicrafts carry great importance for the development and 
promotion of a country. Training of handicrafts, an area that forms a cultural element of a society, is important as 
well in parallel with the aforementioned fact. Continuity of handicrafts in Turkey is generally ensured through 
trainings given by various public and private institutions. Handicrafts education is given in the handicrafts 
departments of Ankara University, Gazi University and Selçuk University at the level of bachelor degree, in the Fine 
Arts Faculties of some universities and in the Vocational Schools. Handicrafts education and training at the level of 
university started for the first time with the establishment of Higher Agriculture Institute in 1933. Technical and 
practical lectures on handicrafts are given to the students of agricultural arts faculty in the “Institute of Agricultural 
Arts” and the “Institute of Village Handicrafts” formed within the body of Faculty of Agriculture art which is linked 
to Higher Agriculture Institute. Today, however, universities and research institutes hold a historical place and are 
very important for they handle handicraft works from a scientific point of view, attract attention to handicrafts’ 
importance to Turkey, do research in this area, train students and help the emergence of scientists in this area. With 
a past of 95 years, handicrafts education is maintained today in the Faculty of Fine Arts and Faculty of Arts and 
Design of 58 universities, in 1 Graduate School and in some departments or in programs linked to the departments 
of Vocational Schools whose number increases day after day. In addition to the universities, the Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Environment and Forestry, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Affairs, the Ministry of National Education (public education centers), the Ministry of Internal Affairs, various 
banks and foundations are among some of the public institutions, which are influential in handicrafts education and 
training. In addition to universities and institutions linked to the ministries, municipalities are one of the institutions, 
which give handicrafts education. 
Keçiören Municipality carried out this research in the handicrafts courses in the vocational courses organized. 
KEÇMEK (Keçiören Vocational Courses) is a prevalent education organization and it is complementary of the 
formal education in its nature. Its purposes are to raise the personal knowledge levels of people from Keçiören 
Municipality, to develop their professional and artistic skills, to increase their capability of living in city culture and 
metropolis, to render them from passive consumers to active producers and to help them on this matter, to help them 
to earn income and to increase their employability. To meet the education needs of people who are not able to 
benefit from formal education opportunities, handicrafts education and training is given to all people from Keçiören 
Municipality in the course centers without any age limit. For this purpose, education and training is given in the 
courses of wire-breaking embroidery, lace knitting, decorative wooden adornments, needle lace, doll making, 
jewelry making, felt application, marbling art, ornamentation, calligraphy, tile-making, wedding candy making, 
painting and phytography. KEÇMEK gives service in 15 course centres in Keçiören and these course centers are 
Sanatoryum, Pınarbaşı, Antares, Aktepe, Uyanış, Yayla, Atapark, Yükseltepe, Piyangotepe, Ayvalı, Şefkat, Yonca 
Wellness Centre, Yunus Emre Culture Centre, Bağlum and Yeşiltepe course centers (Anonymous, 2012b). 
The aim of this research is to introduce the arts whose education and training is given in the vocational courses 
organized by Keçiören Municipality and to determine the range of products produced in the courses through 
photographs. 
 
1.1 Material And Method Of The Research 
 
 The materials of the research are the introduction of handicrafts branches in the Vocational Courses of 
Keçiören Municipality, range and photographs of the handicrafts produced in these courses. In these research, 
vocational courses organized within the body of KEÇMEK were visited by the researchers, handicrafts produced in 
these courses were examined, photographed and product range of the courses was determined. 
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1.2 Research Outcomes And Findings 
 
 In the KEÇMEK handicrafts courses opened in places like Sanatoryum, Pınarbaşı, Antares, Aktepe, 
Uyanış, Yayla, Atapark, Yükseltepe, Piyangotepe, Ayvalı, Şefkat, Yonca Wellness Centre, Yunus Emre Culture 
Centre, Bağlum and Yeşiltepe, which were organized within the body of Keçiören Municipality, courses of 
handicrafts such as wire-breaking embroidery, lace knitting, decorative wooden adornments, needle lace, doll 
making, jewellry making, felt application, marbling art, ornamentation, calligraphy, tile-making, wedding candy 
making, painting and philography etc. is given. Product classification was made by taking the names given to 
products in the courses into consideration. 
 
 
 
1.3 Decorative Wooden Adornments 
 
 Wood painting expresses the whole of processes of making a new or an old wooden object have a different 
appearance through painting or utilization of surface treatment techniques (Anonymous, 2011). Wooden painting 
techniques are decoupage, transfer, stencil, dimensional paint application, leaf foil, folio foil, paper mosaic, napkin 
technique, one stroke, paste decoupage embossing technique, napkin embossing technique using relief paste, aging 
technique with antiquing paint, aging technique with using wax, bleaching technique with alcohol and nacre 
technique. Besides, there are cracking techniques to make a wooden object gain a different appearance. Cracking 
techniques are mosaic cracking, alligator cracking, classic cracking and antique cracking. Materials used in wood 
painting differ according to objects being painted or techniques being used in painting process. But wooden object, 
emery, surface brush and acrylic paints are essential materials in all techniques. Some handicrafts produced with 
wooden painting include trays, jewellry boxes, newspaper racks, wooden tables, wooden chairs and wooden 
cupboards etc. 
 
                 
 
Photograph 1. A tray produced with decoupage technique      Photograph 2. A newspaper rack produced with aging technique 
 
 2. Wire-Breaking   
 
 Wire breaking is a different and nice stitchery type which is formed through the repetition of  “+” or “×” 
shape. This is done by ordering one of these shapes on a fabric side-by-side or scattering one of these shapes with 
some certain spaces according to the patterns of the fabric being stitched. This process is named as “wire-breaking” 
for bending it downwards and upwards without using a wire cutter breaks off the wire. Products like various 
coverings, decorative ornaments (boxes, lampshade, boards), shawls, belts, evening bags, head scarfs, bed 
coverings, fancy wearing’s, ornaments (collars, bracelets, earrings) can be produced with wire-breaking techniques. 
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Photograph 3. Coverings produced with “+“ shape knots                 Photograph 4. Covering produced with “+“ shape knots   
 
 
 
3. Lace Knitting With Needle 
 
 Knitting is defined as forming surfaces by interlacing cotton, linen, silk, wool and purl yarns of in all sorts 
and thickness together towards a direction in a certain order with the help of simple tools like knitting needles and 
pins. It is generally made using five knitting needles. Lace is made in accordance with a certain cipher order. After 
the completion of knitting process, it is laid on a cloth, which is immersed in soapy water, and starching process is 
made with a hot pressing. Various coverings, lampshades, accessories etc. are among the products made in this way. 
 
                
 
 
  Photograph 5,6. Coverings produced with 5-needle lace knitting 
 
 
 4. Doll Making 
 
 It is transforming smooth stones collected from riversides and seaside’s into perfect dolls with local 
ornaments after making these stones undergo a series of processes. Such dolls are made with small and large four 
stones and these are covered with the cold porcelain technique. It is an eye-straining work for these dolls are painted 
with brushes as thin as hair. Boleros, pantalets, head scarfs and caps are designed for the body parts of the dolls with 
the use of porcelain paste and small stones are clothed with these clothing’s. 
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Photograph 7. Local doll                                Photograph 8. Local doll                         Photograph 9. Bride and Groom doll 
 
 
 5. Jewellery Making 
 
 Jewellery is defined as an object and accessory of different shapes and materials which is designed because 
of reasons such as creating one’s personal style, reflecting personality, feeling a sense of pleasantness, forming an 
integrity and colour harmony with one’s daily clothes. Generally natural materials like bone, shell, ebony, coral; 
copper, wood, leather, textile materials; materials like bead, feather, chain; semiprecious stones and precious metals 
and stones like gold and silver are used as jewellery materials. Combining these materials with different techniques 
produces Jewelleries in different designs. Various necklaces, earrings, rings, bracelets, belts and coronets are among 
the produced jewelleries. 
 
               
 
 Photograph 10,11. Some examples of jewellries 
 
 
 6. Illumination 
 
 Illumination means “gilding” in its lexical meaning. Decorations made around calligraphy writings and on 
the title pages and other places of manuscripts and books in different patterns and motifs are named as illumination 
and the adepts of this art are named as “gilt”. Illumination does not only refer to the works made with gilt, it is also 
the name of thin book decorations made with paints (Anonymous, 2011). When we look at the written books, 
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illumination types split up in different groups such as first pages, headings, mihrabiye (At the beginning of the Suras 
or chapters in the Qur’an), last pages, points (Smaller forms of illumination used to separate individual sentences or 
verses), sajdah, part, chapter, section roses. Gilding, brush, paints, burnished and papers are used in illumination. 
Papers made with illumination art are used as paintings on walls for decorative purposes today. 
 
  
  
 Photographs 12,13,14. Illumination examples of Allah, Basmala and Mashallah writings 
 
 
 7. Calligraphy 
 
 Calligraphy means things like a line, something that resembles to a line and writing, which are formed by 
ordering many points side by side. It is used as a beautiful and elegant handwriting. Artists with an ability to teach 
beautiful handwriting are called “calligraphers”. The types of calligraphy writing are kufic writing, sulus, nash, 
muhaqqaq, riqa, tulut and tawqi. Calligraphy, which is written in Arabic letters, was used in places like manuscripts, 
formal documents and letters etc. Materials used in Calligraphy writing are reed pens, ink, inkpot and papers. 
Calligraphy writings are decorated with illumination and marbling arts and used as pictures on walls today. 
 
                              
 
 Photograph 15,16. Pictures made with calligraphy technique 
 
 
 8. Tile-Making 
 
 The word of “Tile-making” means both glazed tiles as wall coverings and housewares like pots and pans 
among people. On the other hand, this definition changed in scientific papers in the course of time; housewares like 
plates, bowls, and vases were started being called as “ceramics” while wall coverings were started being called as 
“china”. China techniques are underglaze, overglaze, minai technique, luster technique, glazed tile and china 
mosaic. Materials used in china making are ceramic object, brush, composition (patterns and motifs) and earth dyes. 
Smooth plates, boards, vases, bowls, ceramic magnets and various jewelleries can be made with using china 
techniques. 
698   Sadenur Koçak et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  89 ( 2013 )  692 – 701 
  
                               
  
Photograph 17. Drawing of china patterns on the product          Photograph 18,19. A plate and vase produced with underglaze 
technique 
 
 
 9. Philography 
 
 Philography is a handicraft, which was born in the Middle East, and spreaded from Europe to the Far East 
but it is also a handicraft, which has fallen into oblivion for its performance, as an art is a difficult process. 
Philography is performed by driving nails onto a plaque in a certain order in accordance with a specific pattern and 
winding wire around these nails. A pattern is dimensioned in this way. Main materials used in philography are nails 
and wire. Philograpy, which is applied in accordance with some certain wire winding techniques, is used as table on 
walls for decorative purposes. Philography is also applied onto objects like wooden paravanes, chests and boxes. 
 
       
  
  
 Photograph 20,21,22. Application of philography technique and an example of philography product 
 
 
 10. Felt Application 
 
 Felt is a non-woven fabric formed by matting generally animal fibbers together under heat, moist, pressure 
with the help of soap, oil and acids etc. Felt making is a difficult work, which requires great effort. For this reason, 
in felt courses the actual felt is not produced, instead produced coloured felts are cut in accordance with some 
certain patterns, combined thereby forming decorative felt products. In the production of felt products coloured felts, 
scissors, yarns, needles are used. Products formed with different combination techniques include felt bags, 
waistcoats, hats, jewelleries, door and wall ornaments and tables etc.  
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 Photograph 23,24. Felt products 
 
 11. Marbling Art 
 
 Etymologically originating from the word “ebr” in Iran, which means, “cloud”, marbling can be defined as 
water face painting and has a very important place in traditional Turkish Handicrafts. Marbling is a decorative art 
performed by transferring patterns and motifs drawn on water concentrated with a substance called tragacanth to 
papers. Marbling types are battal(large), somaki (porphyry), neftli battal (oversized), serpmeli (sprinled) battal, gel 
git (tide), taraklı (splayed), kumlu (sandy), hatib, floral marbling and nightingale nest marbling. Materials used in 
marbling art are vessel, horsehair brushes, bile, comb, pricker, water and paper. Marbling art is applied to fabric and 
ceramic objects today. Products are generally used as tables on walls for decorative purposes for marbling art is 
mostly made on paper. In addition, ceramic vases and plates are figured with special patterns and motifs thorough 
immersion in marbling water. Various coverings, shawls, headscarf’s and cravats are produced through application 
of marbling art on fabric. 
 
         
 
 Photograph 25,26,27. Performance of marbling art and some examples of products with marbling art 
 
 12. PAINTING 
 
 Painting is the art of transferring conceived; imagined factors to a surface dimensionally by making those 
factors go through the prism of intellect. Different works appear with the use of different materials along with 
techniques like charcoal, water colour paint, pastel, gouache, oil painting and collage painting. Materials like brush, 
various paints, palette, pencil, paper, special eraser and canvas are selected in accordance with the painting 
technique used (Anonymous, 2011). 
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Photograph 28, 29. Paintings made with oil painting technique 
 
 13. WEDDING CANDY MAKING 
 
 The objects given to invitees after the special day of wedding ceremonies are decorated and ornamented in 
wedding candy making courses. These are made with the combination of different materials using some special 
techniques. Materials used in wedding candy making include felt, ceramic bibelots, tulles, colourful ribbons, 
artificial flowers and acrylic paints (Anonymous, 2012a). 
 
     
 
 Photograph 30,31,32. Some examples of wedding candies 
 14. Needle Lace 
 
 Needle lace is a lace type made with using needles. Needle lace worked by knotting onto the patterns and 
motifs on a fabric (a headscarf, coloured cotton handkerchief etc.) and making the needle and the yarn pass through 
these knots with the help of different needles. Scissors, needles and yarns are used point lace. Needle lace technique 
is used in places like various coverings, packs, ornaments and handkerchiefs etc. (Kayabaşı et all, 2011). 
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                                    Photograph 33. A point lace covering    Photograph 34. A tray ornamented with point lace flowers 
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